What compels species., genera., families, orders., classes
and types of animals and plants to change?
It is doubtful whether any other naturalist of that time
realized as well as Darwin how complex nature is. He spe-
cially mentioned that he recognized the possibility of change'
under the direct influence of environment as suggested by
Geoffrey, and the influence of changes of habits of life., of
the new "habits" and new conditions, as suggested by Lamarck.
But that is not the chief point. Darwin's great discovery
was the law of natural selection. Selection! The very term
itself shows how Darwin was led to this idea. Human prac-
tice., the experiments of men-creators, suggested this idea to
him. And, by analogy with the "artificial selection" employed
by animal and plant breeders, Darwin coined the now-fa-
mous term: "natural selection."
Darwin's line of reasoning was very simple.
No two organisms are exactly alike. Not even those
that are closely related. Some are bigger than others, some
are stronger, others are weaker. And even if we do rarely
find some which outwardly are "as like as two peas," "as
if cast from the same mould," there are undoubtedly intrinsic
differences between them: some stand cold better, others
heat; one of the two can bear hunger better; one is more
susceptible to disease.
Among plants the same cor similar) differences may be
noted.
In one way or another, the lives of animals and plants
with differences between them will not be exactly the same
(leaving fortuitous cases aside and speaking of a large num-
ber of lives).
Where it is necessary to fight tooth and nail the advan-
tage will obviously be on the side of those who possess strong
teeth and claws.
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